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lose it from disuse in later years. At tlie same time the Report shows how small a proportion of the children in the primary schools go on to higher education. In the primary schools of Bengal the figures show 27*8 boys and 3'1 girls, per cent of population of school-going age, as under public instruction. But while there were 1,027,377 pupils in primary schools there were only 156,958 in secondary schools., and 7253 in the arts and professional colleges combined. These figures indicate how far we are from being able to say that education is really widespread in Bengal.
Something has been done during the last fifty years ; but the task before the Government is still enormous and demands its utmost efforts, supported by the earnest co-operation of all who have the welfare of the country at heart. For the present purpose I quote these figures to show how necessary it is carefully to guard against the mistake of regarding the interests of the educated classes as necessarily identical with those of the vast communities committed to our charge, or the demands of the former as necessarily expressing the requirements of the latter. As a fact, the educated classes are, to a large extent, to be found gathered together in the cities; and they are, generally speaking, altogether out of touch with the great mass of the community. They can make themselves heard; but they cannot safely be accepted as giving voice to the feelings of the people generally.
Again it must be borne in mind that it is not all the educated classes that are affected by unrest. Small as the educated classes are, we have still to make a very considerable reduction from their number for those who are in no way affected by the unrest which, perhaps, characterises the majority. There are many well-educated" chiefs, noblemen, bankers, merchants,' and officials, and not a few highly educated professional gentlemen, who have no sympathy whatever with the unrest of which we have recently heard so much. Indeed, they think and speak of it with a greater intolerance than will be found among Europeans or among what are called the ruling classes. The stake that